
Saving money and saving energy go hand in hand. So, 
while money doesn’t grow on trees, the shade trees 
create can save energy and keep your bills cool through 
the summer. The key is knowing what, when, and where 
to plant around your home. 

PEC Vegetation Maintenance 
Specialist Josh Mann is sharing tips 
for spring planting, including the 
best trees to plant in the Texas Hill 
Country and why. Mann is one of the 
few Master Arborists in the world, 
board-certified by the International 
Society of Arboriculture. Read about 
each tree type to find one that fits 
your needs.
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Plant 
for savings

Creating shade for energy savings

Choose the right tree. Know where to plant. Keep distance and height in mind.

The largest growing tree on this 
list is a fast-growing red oak 

species. It could help reduce up to 
90% of sunlight hitting your home 

during the summer months.

This large growing, oak wilt-
resistant species can provide 
enough shade for your entire 
home. Its attractive bark and 
unique acorns make it a great 
specimen tree for your yard.

Hardy pecans can handle the heat 
and grow best in full sunlight. Look 
for sunny spots to plant these near 

windows and walls, where your 
home needs shade.

Pecan  
(Carya illinoinensis)

Burr oak  
(Quercus macrocarpa)

Shumard oak  
(Quercus shumardii)

A small to mid-sized landscape 
tree with blue-green foliage,  

this oak wilt-resistant species 
provides great shade for south-

facing windows with its low-
spreading crown.

Lacey oak  
(Quercus laceyi)

Another oak wilt-resistant species 
that can grow in poor rocky soil, 

this stately tree will produce great 
shade for your home, reaching 

heights of up to 50 feet.

Post oak  
(Quercus stellata)

Create shade around your HVAC 
unit with shrubs or gorgeous 

mountain laurels. Doing so can 
help increase its efficiency  

by up to 10%.

Texas mountain laurel 
(Sophora secundiflora)



OVERHEAD 

As a homeowner, you want your trees to live long, 
healthy lives. So do we! Trees contacting power 
lines can cause fires, power outages, or electric 
shock. To provide reliable electric service, our team 
ensures trees and vegetation are kept the proper 
distance from power lines and equipment.

You can help protect your plants! Never allow trees, 
bushes, or plants of any size to grow directly under 
electric lines. Before planting, consider the mature 
size of the species you’ve selected.

If you have underground power service, high-voltage 
electricity flows through green or gray metal boxes, 
and safe access to them is critical for maintaining 
your electricity. Obstructions near pad-mounted 
transformers make maintenance work more 
hazardous and difficult for crews, and can increase 
outage restoration times. 

Do not plant shrubs or other vegetation around pad-
mounted transformers or block access to them.
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THE POWER OF PLANTS
During a storm, the majority of outages are typically 
caused by falling trees and limbs. That’s why we have a 
team of certified arborists who take a proactive, high-
tech approach to maintaining vegetation that could 

cause outages. With almost 24,000 miles of line, it’s 
a big job, but it’s one that you can help with on your 
property. Follow the guidelines below, and you’ll protect 
your power  — and your plants!

pec.coop/vegetation-maintenance

Need trees trimmed 
near power lines? 

DON’T ATTEMPT YOURSELF! 
Call us at 

888-554-4732.

Planting guidelines


